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Let 0s Tal k

By: Stacey R. Coventry

he Humane Society of the Unitedransition to an indoor lifestyle). Some local
States (HSUS) estimates that 6 tor@ports in Maine have suggested that upwards
million homeless pets enter animadf 30,000 of these wowned cats are living
shelters across the United Statélsroughout the state. There is a growing con-
each year. Nearly 5,000 of those animals ficdrn around the number of -omwned felines
refuge at the Bangor Humane Society, -twacross the United States, as they pose a threat
thirds whi ch ar e c adostdodr hahitats abdswildldey carr be a3nui-O |
lines)! Of the over 700 cats that come to BH&&nce to local neighborhoods, and contribute
deemed stray or lost (believed to have #&mpet overpopulation at an exponential rate.
owner), only 4% will be reunited with their Recently, this feline dilemma has received
owner (twice as many as the national averate attention of national organizations like the
of 2%) versus 53% of our dogs (compared HSUS and the American Society for the Pre-
the national average of 30%). The other 1,708ntion of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA),
cats are surrendered to BHS by their ownewbhose researchers are spending a lot of time
for various reasons. and resources on-thinking our approach to
In addition to those homeless cats that eodts, so that shelters become less over-
up in a shelter, the HSUS believes there to Wwhelmed with feline populations, less cats
tens of millions of urowned cats currentlyhave to experience the stress of shelter living,
living an outdoor lifestyle as either feral (wildhnd more cats can be placed in the right envi-
cats living outdoors in a colony with otheronment for them to thrive and peacefully co
felines) or freeeoaming felines (cats who havexist with both humans and other animals,

to ACat s

beentsurviving and living outdoors but may Continued



From the Director

o After closing out 2013 with the highest feline adop-
N tion rate (89%)!) in agency history, we felt inspired td
| share our success and current philosophies in feling
¥ sheltering with our community through an-fdline
N newsletter.
2 Sheltering cats has always had special challenges )
spanning from widespread lack of spaying/neutering of cats; the rate gt Hours of Operation
which people quickly surrender their cats for various reasons; the diffigult
[
t

onday & Friday: 12:00 p.m.i 6:00 p.m.

in keeping cats happy and healthy in a shelter environment; or conving aturday 10:00 am.i 6:00 p.m.

people of the importance in paying an adoption fee to give a shelter cg

second chance rather than get one free from local advertisements. :
Since cats make up twthirds of our shelter population, we have beerj Board of Directors

particularly committed to enriching their experience while they wait for[a

new home, v_vhilc_e we work hard to simultaneously increase adoptions an my Faircloth, Vice-President

decrease fellne_lntake. Steve Thomas, Treasurer/Past President
Our success in the ASPCA Challenge showed us that our community pfni Naihe, Secretary

partners, funders, donors, volunteers, and supporters have grown largerpavid Cloutier, DVM

than ever before. The increased support from our community has given 8girar Patterson

the confidence to explore new, innovative ways to positively change andBob Williams

impact the lives of every shelter pet that comes through our doors, givindgrenee Ordway

them all the second chance they deserve. John Kenney
However, we continue to learn that not every home is created equallfdranni Moffatt

our shelter pets, particularly for cats. Some thrive cuddled on a lap wh ergatt Nye

mily Mclntosh, President

others are happiest exploring the outdoors. We also believe that everyli eff Russel

is worthy of a human willing to commit to them fully through providing

necessary veterinary care and exploring resources to help them through@&r Staff

challenges that being a responsible pet owner sometimes brings.
So, this past year, we have explored some new programs and developsd,tive Director

some new policies to help us dof| guzasgen t hat . For examp

Buddi eso program modeled off the best practices of o

tional programs, to help place vaccinated and sterilized feral cats into | Shelter Operations Manager

barns, warehouses, or studios where they can thrive. Also, during our puivis Young

est months, rather than overwhelm our shelter capacity by taking in top

many cats, we created a waiting list, similar to the one we have long had2ffice Manager & Bookkeeper

for dogs. We discovered that the waiting list helped us reduce owner | P€Porah Hawkins

surrendered cats as it gave owners time to explore ways to keep their

or to rehome them privately. Additionally, we just concluded 24 consegu

tive months of sustainable spay/neuter funds forilts@me individuals.

Furthermore, we instituted new best practices for feline disease control ai@ption Counselors

enrichment. Finally, we have continued to develop creative marketing | Brittney, Kristin, Keren, Moriah, Sarah R.,

strategies, offer agoing promotions, and build more «fite adoption Alicia, and Rikki

partners to increase feline adoptions. These combined efforts have he|ped

us decrease our feline intake by 949 in just one year, and end the yeaf ittimal Technicians _

our highest adoption rate in history! Sarah S., Aron, Cody, Mariah, and
However, we have only just begun. | strongly encourage you to read dif"eery

]1: eat ure ar Ll I(:I esa iLet osf _Taldk -Ag\petg”ka{yq:e%hhcsa ha_nd E
ecft_)o to el p adopters in a n daudn Bater®ibel Ly eir

you to join our call to action and in the daily fight to help us save more

lives. Become a volunteer or foster parent, help educate the community p#ster Care Coordinator

our programs, and please reach into your hearts and pockets to make |akimberly Patterson

nation. Saving more lives requires more resources. Every duditiers,

and every human life willing and able to helpnattersWe cannot do it | Volunteer Coordinator

alone. Join us in the fight to save more lives to yI Ve 5 Brittney Littlefield

[See/

uddy Angst

CatS?rector of Development & Public Relations
Ustacey R. Coventry




Your Donor Dollars Matter...

A Whole New World, A Whole New Cat

Happy Tails of felines that blossom outside of a shelter kennel
By: Kristin Harmon

So often staff com- . They adopted Kenzie, who had heen at BHS for just over
plete adoptions and NECNNTEIR 7 \whole months, back in August. Kenzie is a gorgeous 12
send animals into lov : year old senior cat who really needed a specific home to help
ing foreve her come out of her she
bittersweet: staff get and truly flower into the | Kenzie
attached and care for fantastic feline she is to-
these animals like the day.
are their After almost a month
sometimes hard to sa of having Kenzie, Julie
goodbye, bU 0 0 - decided it was time to
nice to know that theyove ftakewon ahothehcatilrr
cases, staff are rewarded by and delighted to hear updates September she adopted
from adopters. We |ike to dhyedrold TRHUNESEaN|u i t wc

~ which immediately come to other longterm senior
mind because of how pufiect  cat, and welcomed him with open arms into her new family.
¥ | the match was between adopterA new family which also included Kenzie. Unsure of how
J and feline. long it will take two cats to get along, staff will recommend
re Sir Jar Wi s06 a dsingaawion and giving it time when introducing two fe-

| Gerald sends staff the funniestlines. But Kenzie and Thumbs were one of the exceptions to
emails, usually photos, accom- the suggestion, Kenzie welcomed her new brother with open
panied by a witty caption. The —paws ' These two
first email he sent us was a ~ | be more purrfect for each
heartfelt update followed by the story of how he came acro | other.

Sir Jarvis. He writes, #fl e Fnorh graoming eacli otherh e ¢
your website and was attracted to the grumpy photo of Jar | to helping each other adjust to

The photo reminded me a bit of myself so | came by to seq their new home environments,
him. 0 He goes on to say th ¢hese we kennedhy Gittes t o p |
the dozens of toy mice Gerald bought him. His owner will | depended on each other and
even announce ftime to go W& bacdme fast friendst Wedaaidc  f
will follow his owner right into his bed with him! | wonderful updates from their

Jarvis had only been at the shelter for a week before his adopter, Julie, about just how
adopter noticed him. He was surrendered because of behg well these two were getting
issues, which Gerald was able to work with by providing higN Ul d AL along in their new home.
plenty of outlets to release his energy. It just goes to show EESIESWEE ISR 8 At BHS we are so proud to
there truly is a match and a connection that is made between be able to give animals a sec-
it appears ST }ea”y | adopter gnd animal, ond_ chance, and are so happy_when cats like Sir Jgrvis find
Rl e e e ey whether it be a cat, dog, their adopter and are able to give back to a person just as
or even a rat, the person much as the person is willing to give the cat. And in Kenzie
needsto beabletotake and Thumbso®é home, not only i.
care of specific needs of for each othed they
an animal, and the ani- also bring joy, purrs,
mal will most likely re-  and cuddles to their ne
turn the favor by taking forever home. The say

care of t he imnyheévedssid
needs as well. We are absolutely delighted to know that Srmoney cand
Jarvis is such good company to Gerald. ness has never paid a

Sometimes itbés not just a agoptionfee® wlod
to his/her new home, every once in a while another cat can be more true, especiall]™ =
really help bring out the best in a new feline family member.when it commes to these|l
Take Kenzie and Thumbs for example. Their adopters, Julietwo happy tails.
took home two cats who were considered @ residents
and John, though not at the same time.

I n

.. Sir Jarvis lounging around




Ask the Vet

Q: How can | ensure the health of my getting hit by a car or becoming targets pf
indoor/outdoor cat? predators. It is also important during extreme
A: In regards to the quality of life for felinecold temperatures to ensure they are in a
indoor/outdoor living and keeping themwarm, dry place to prevent frostbite.
healthy, prevention is the key. Establish a vet-
erinarian relationship early on and be sure ©@: Why is it important to spay/neuter my
keep your cat updated on vaccinations for ragat?
bies and feline leukemia, at a minimum. Cat&: Spaying/neutering is simply the respongi
that venture outdoors are at increased risk fblke thing to do as a pet owner to help red
catching and spreading disease. Talk with yopet overpopulation and from overwhelmin
veterinarian to determine which vaccines arghelters with unwanted litters. Female c4
i mportant for your cara begirs reprodudingvas gaurgylas founf Befsor) Bréadway
along with which products they recommend tononths of age and have multiple litters of v/eterinary Clinic
help keep your cat healthy and thriving. kittens each year. Feline population can
Additionally, quickly grow out of control. Beyond that, P :
dedicate the time spaying/neutering will result in other benefits aws for
to train your cat to that include: it will decrease the likelihood Thought
come indoors at that your cat will spray indoors; decrease
night with high territorial behavior and fights with other pets
value treats or wet or neighborhood cats; eliminate stress for
food to help them cats wanting to regularly roam away from
*8| avoid getting into home mate; can prevent feline cancers; and Pr€vent 88, 572
| scuffles with other may increase their affection towards their Unwanted feline
\|animals and to human ownerss births in just
| protect them from five years.
outdoor risks, like

Spaying just ONE
female cat will

Shelter Highlights

—

A BIG tail-wagging, thank you to Kara il | Thank you to the

and Jeff O6Sullivf .1 o ARG Blla Newpert Family

Annual Holiday Spaghetti Dinner to ; 1 | Practice for

: benefit homeless pets. They raised ov St collecting $600
Jv .~ $6,000 and matched those donations f | from their em-

= /"= < an outstanding total of over $12,000! ployees for BHS!

Thank you to the staff of Thank you to Penobsc
Ipanema Bar & Grill for  Theater for showcasing
hosting a superhero our adoptable dogs
themed giveback night  during their perform-
to collect over $1,000, ances of fi
along with toys and

ts for our shelter
pets! You guys rock!

Thank you to
Jeff Figgins and
Figgins Massage
for raising $200
through their
AnPop for
fundraiser!

Help Us Save More Lives!
Donate online at

www.bangorhumane.org



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EThKITYbmfj1-M&tbnid=ZwEkA5HnkN5DOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.petfinder.com%2Fcats%2Fcat-care%2F6-indoor-outdoor-cat-myths%2F&ei=9Hf6UvHdNMfuyAHSj4Ew&psig=AFQjCNFfjdt

5

Featured Spotlight

Finding Mr. (or Miss) Purr  -fect ey:stceyr. coventy

My name is Maddie and | am a oyearold grey tiger 1. Do your homework. Know what type of felinality

residing at BHS cur

rently searching for the right human tes the right fit for you and your home. For example, if your

adopt. The staff at BHS works very hardto findasmanyhouse i s noisy and chaoti c,
of us feline residents a new home through adoption as ptike me, who would find that very stressful. You can visit
sible. They also try to match each of us with the right hu-www.aspca.or@and search for your felirality match if

man so we can all li
take some time to s
choosing our new h

ve together happily. They asked thaty ou ar endét sure what you ar.
hare what us felines look for when 2. Know your limits . I f youdre a firs
ome. Just like every human, eachofpsl ease donét adopt osomaltgf u

have our own unique pusonality, and some of us can be type like too shy or too assertive of a play style. Instead,

a little particular on

what exactly we are looking for. choose one with an outgoing or even temperament.

Take myself, for example, | am not too fond of human 3. Be openminded. | know some of us can be very at-

hugs or ¢

uddl ing on | aps . tractiGbevithiobradong, lyscausHfut and eolorful mearkimgs, i v

investigator because | like to work undercover and keep bat looks can be deceiving. Remember that a shelter can
eye on everything in my home. If anyone tries to interferedoe a very stressful place, so we may not show our true col-

with my surveillance, | 6 mordimthekéngel. t o vani sh quicklIly.
Frankly, the purfect human for me would be one with 4. Trust our staff. Staff spends lots of time learning

another feline resident who can be my partnerincrimeaado out each of wus. Some of 1t
give me confidence i n a neatecthnciamcare wBatit |, that 6s just m

Some of my feline shelter buddies would love ahumarwe woul d cal lg

who doesn

laps with a very affectionate companion all day Iddth- comes to_human exp_ertise (-
erstake their time to warm up, but once they feel safe, ©on the feline persuasion.
they have lots of love to give. And, then there are those She has fostered many

fi aMadiegvaging a8BHS to
%, _adopt her rﬁw human.
2 en s ari ng t

6t mind | ots of o6flihe paakd:

who enjoy some time alone to take plenty of cat naps in adult cats, so trust her ai S8

the sun, but then love lots of ear scratches and belly rubghe BHS staff to find a

from their human.

So, here are some tips to help you in understanding lifestyle. Visit with us
what we cats look for when adopting the piget human: outside  Continued to pg. 8

feline wellsuited for yout

From Purrs to Tail Wags clean and fed. As one can imagine, this is where we go

With so many felines in our care we go through a lot of
supplies. From the fun things like beds and toys, right down
to the supplies that help us with clear@iniike paper towels

and wood
through a lot of stuff!

We are always in constant need of things to make our ¢
feel as comfortable as possible while they are in our care.
are always accepting blankets, pillowcases, and of course

through the most supplies. We are always accepting paper
towels, bleach, and kitty letter (which in our case is wood
pelletdt heydbre much | ess expensi
N tory systems, and they smell better toq!)
pellets (BHWBgG vers W& Hiso glJvayskapreéia)fe mlor{ettar§/ oeoﬁaﬁons as well,
hat way if we run out of supplies we have the funds avail-

?/gsole to get what we need that specific day.

And letods not forget our cr e
Ct1"'|}ough just as many supplies as we do, and they typically

beds. We just recently had a few handmade cat beds donat'gg

to the sh
see cats cozy up on

- ed the same things. Blankets, toys, and treats are always
el ]E g rd adn_ dtbl tbl tmald e heﬁpﬂjlgﬂey%bsoa&el(?lﬁv% ﬁa?d%%beertoysﬁtlfapcﬁn b ©
comiy beds and Just be able 10 relax a3y ashed and reused, the durability also ensures that they have

much as possible.
Aside from bedding
toys are always a
huge plus! We love
hard plastic toys tha
can be washed and
re-used.

In order to con-
tinue keeping cats
comfortable we hav
to make s

—

D

hours of stimulation while in their kennels. From Kongs to
Nylabones, they are awesome for our canine friends!

Continue keeping an eye out for an updated wish list, and
donét forget to call and chec«
shower! YeaB you heard that right it may be snowy right
now, but spring is just around the corner, and you know what
that means; the Bangor Humane Society gets invaded by
those cute, cuddly creatures called kittens!

Thanks so much for your continued support. Everyone at
BHS, two legged and four, appreciate it so much!

ure thevyodre



http://www.aspca.org

