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Our Mission 
The Bangor Humane Society cham-
pions the humane 
treatment and adoption of  
companion animals, provides  
quality care for homeless pets,  
and promotes animal welfare 
through education and  
advocacy. 

 
Bangor Humane Society 
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Bangor, ME 04401 
207.942.8902 
www.bangorhumane.org  
License # F136  

 
    
  Visit us on Facebook!    
        www.facebook.com/BangorHumane   
  

          

 

BHS is proud to 
feed our pets 
Hillôs Science 
Diet food! 

By: Stacey R. Coventry 

Continued on page 8 

Z 
eke, a bubbly 6 year old canine, 
was abandoned as a stray and has 
been one of our BHS guests since 

early February. As a result of ongoing 
neglect, Zeke came to us suffering from 
several severe medical issues. He needed 
an intensive heartworm treatment, exten-
sive dental and an invasive surgical pro-
cedure to remove a large hernia; expenses 
that amounted to over $3,500.  

Because of a generous gift from the Mick-
ey Duffy Rehab Fund, Zeke is getting the 
second chance he deserves.  

In 2011, the State of Maine Animal Wel-
fare Department seized a Border Collie 
that suffered a hemorrhage in his spinal 
cord and became partially paralyzed after 
his owner threw him against the floor in 
an act of rage.  
 
Tom Duffy, an employee of Penobscot 
County Courthouse, was awarded custody 

of the dog and the opportunity to give him 
a second chance at a life free of abuse. He 
renamed the dog Mickey and invested 
thousands of dollars in veterinary care and 
rehabilitation until Mickey could walk 
again. 
 
Recently, both Tom and Mickey passed 
away. Tom left a portion of his final estate 
to start the Mickey Duffy Rehab Fund for 
neglected and abused animals.  
 
To carry on Mickeyôs legacy and in a 
commitment to end animal abuse and ne-
glect, the custodians of the Mickey Fund 
have made a generous gift to the Bangor 
Humane Society to begin a Second 
Chance Fund. 

The charitable support from the Mickey 
Fund will help BHS provide life-changing 
veterinary and rehabilitative care to so 
many animals in need; an expense that 
impacts BHSô budget over $250,000 an-
nually. 
 
Zeke will be the first BHS resident to re-
ceive care granted from the new Second 
Chance Fund. He has already successfully 
recovered from his dental and hernia re-
moval. Current-
ly, Zeke is wait-
ing to undergo 
his second round 
of heartworm 
treatment before 
being placed for 
adoption. 
 
BHS hopes to 
grow the new 
Second Chance 
Fund and target 

Funding Second Chances  

Zeke enjoys some respite with a 
Dogôs Day Out volunteer, while 
healing after surgery. 

Zeke takes in some spring sunshine 
while he completes his heartworm. 
treatment. 
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Hours of Operation 
 
Monday ð Friday: 12:00 p.m.ï 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m.ï 6:00 p.m. 
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Each animal that arrives at our door comes with a 
story. Often we donôt know much about how their 
story began, but we play a vital role in writing 
their next chapter. Time and time again, through 
adopter updates, we get to read thousands of hap-
py endings for the animals that have passed 
through our shelter over the years.  
 
Each of youï our volunteers, staff, adopters, do-
nors and partnersï help us create those happy end-
ings. Your support, your time, your generosity, 
and your partnership helps us re-write stories of  
neglect, abuse and abandonment and turn them 
into ones of healing, love, second chances, and 

where new families are made. 
 
These new beginnings are only possible because of you. You are helping us 
change lives and change the stories of thousands of homeless pets and the 
human lives they touch every single day. 
 
As we look towards the future, we hope that removing breed labels and 
changing the conversation around canine adoption will move our communi-
ty to look past the cover to each individual story of the incredible animals in 
our shelter that are awaiting new homes. 
 
We hope our new Second Chance Fund, made possible through the generos-
ity of the Mickey Duffy Rehab Fund, shows you the impact your gift has on 
the animals who arrive at our door most in need. I hope it inspires you to 
make your gift right now so that together, we can save as many lives and 
write as many happy endings as humanely possible. 
 
And, we hope you will join us in celebrating each of those stories on the 
Bangor Waterfront in September for Paws on Parade at our special 25th An-
niversary Event.  
 
Your support matters. You help us give homeless animals in our community 
a voice. Your gift has impact. Your generosity has the power to change each 
animalôs individual story for the better and helps write happy endings for 
thousands of precious lives every single year.  
            Thank you, 
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From the Director 

Help us Grow our Second Chance Fund 
Make a gift today to our new 
Second Chance Fund and help 
change the stories for some of 

our most in need. 
 
Visit our website: 
www.bangorhumane.org/donate 
and designate it for the Second 
Chance Fund. 
 
Mail your gift or make your gift 
in person and designate it for the 
Second Chance Fund. 

Photo Credit: Karen Littlefield 



Your Donor Dollars Matter... 
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By: Bethany Ward, Adoption Counselor 

Creating Happy Tails  

ƹ Meet Loofah! 
This shy sweetie 
was at BHS for 
several weeks 
and was even 
showcased on 
Pet of the Week 
with local me-
dia. Her forever 
home was found 
with the help of 
one of our adop-
tion partners, 

Blue Seal of Bangor. Being featured offsite in a more 
quiet environment allowed Loofah, now known as Ca-
lixta, to cross paths with her new mom! Her adopter had 
recently lost a beloved kitty, and was finally feeling 
ready to find a new addition to the family. Calixtaôs new 
home is a relaxed space where she has completely blos-
somed. Says her adopter, Catherine: ñShe is my friend. 
She rescued me. Nothing will ever replace the space in 
my heart that my previous cat left behind, but I like to 
think that she helped facilitate this match from the great 
cat beyond.ò 

ƹ This handsome dude is 
Rex, a strong willed boy with 
lots of energy. Rex found his 
perfect match in a veteran 
looking to train a service 
dog. This turned out to be a 
great pairing; Rexôs energy 
and willingness to work was 
the perfect outlet for him. 
Because of his ownerôs te-
nacity in getting Rex trained, 
they achieved service dog 
certification for Rex within a 
few short months of his 
adoption! We have received 
several updates about Rex 
during and after his training 
course. Some staff have even 

run into him out in the community actively serving in his 
new job! His new owner shares with us, ñThe bond that Rex 
and I have developed over the past couple months is incredi-
ble. I am so beyond happy to have him as a member of the 
family.ò We are thrilled to hear that Rex and his adoptive 
family have developed an amazing relationship that ñworksò 
for both! 

ƹOn a sunny October day at BHS, several hundred people gath-
ered at our doors for our Subaru Loves Pets event. One of the 
very first adopters to enter the building was a man fighting a seri-
ous illness. Meanwhile, Pepper, age 3, a spunky girl brought to 
BHS due to landlord issues, was waiting for her forever home. 
Pepper had quite a voice and she sure did know how to use it. 
Unfortunately, her singing skills were not a good fit for apartment
-style living. She was super playful and was seeking a home that 
could cater to her energy level and sassy personality.  
 In a truly magical case of ñwho rescued who,ò Scott adopted 
Pepper, with whom he instantly fell in love. The entire family was 
in tears during their meet and greet as they knew they had found 
the perfect match. Scott needed a friend to keep him company and 
support him during treatment, and Pepper needed a home in the 
country where her true self could shine. Their bond has been life-
saving to Scott, and at the same time, has been a great opportunity 
for Pepper (now Delilah)!  Ready to take on lifeôs challenges to-
gether, they are the perfect pair.  

Sent from Above From Shelter Dog to Service Dog 

Take Me Home, Country Roads 

Rex sports his official 
service dog vest with 
his new dad. 

Loofah in her new home. 

Photo: Pepper (now Delilah) on adoption day. 



Q: My indoor cat likes to explore 
the outdoors as soon as the tem-
perature warms. How can I keep 
my cat safe when he adventures 
outside? 
 
A: Make sure you talk with your 
veterinarian before you allow your 
cat to explore the great outdoors. 
There are lots of potential dangers 
for your cat and it is best to talk 
through all the ways you can protect 
your cat from harm. Your vet may 
also be able to help you find crea-
tive ways to keep your cat happy and 
stimulated inside. If and when you 
do decide to let your cat explore out-

side, consider these tips: 

Go for a walk. Try taking your cat for a walk to see if that 
satisfies his/her urge to explore outdoors. Cat harnesses are 
available to help you bond with your cat outside while also 
keeping him/her safe. Be sure to try it on indoors first to give 
your cat a safe space to experiment with  his new attire. 

Build a catio. Before giving your cat complete freedom out-
side, consider installing a cat door and building an outdoor 
enclosure off your house or porch. There are lots of creative 
and affordable designs that can give your cat access outside 
while keeping him/her safe. 

Provide identification. Be sure to microchip or put a collar 
and ID tag on your cat should he/she roam too far from home. 

Get vaccines. Let your vet know if your cat goes outdoors so you 
can make sure your furry feline has the proper shots.  

Ask the Vet 
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Shelter Highlights & Upcoming Events 

Spay or neuter your pet. Cats who arenôt fixed are more likely to 
roam away from home, raising the chances theyôll get hit by a car 
or get into a catfight. It also helps prevent over-population. 

Always keep food and water nearby.  Besides making sure your 
cat always has access to water during warm days, putting food out 
will help your cat stay  nearby. 

Watch out for toxins. Scraps from trash cans, pesticides, and oth-
er poisons are a danger to your cat.  
 
Q: What should I do if my dog gets quilled by a porcupine 
this summer? 
 
A: This time of year we see an increase in the number of dog-
porcupine encounters.  Porcupines are large rodents with up to 
30,000 quills each. They are nocturnal (awake at night) and 
typically eat forest plants. Porcupines use their quills for protec-
tion, but do not shoot their quills.  Dogs are naturally curious 
and the quills become stuck in the skin of the dog if they ulti-
mately make contact with the porcupine attempting to investi-
gate or play with the porcupine.  
 I do not recommend trying to remove the quills from your 
dog yourself. The quills have barbs on the end and are painful 
for the dog when removed. The quills need to be removed in a 
timely manner. Do not cut the quills, it will make them harder 
to remove. As a veterinarian, we like to use sedation to help us 
remove the quills so we know that we are not breaking the 
quills and so we can really check over the animal thoroughly to 
make sure we are not missing any. 
If the quills are not removed then 
they can migrate further into the 
tissue and make the animal sick.  
 Please call your veterinarian if 
your dog has been quilled. We 
know that it can be stressful and 
traumatic, but we are there to help. 
 

Dr. Laura Tardiff, DVM 
Veazie Veterinary Clinic 

Thank you to the Laura J. Niles 
Foundation for their $2,500 grant 
award to provide behavioral train-
ing and veterinary care to our ca-
nines. 

Thank you to the Doree Taylor 
Charitable Trust Foundation for 
their $15,000 grant award to our 
low-income spay/neuter program. 

Thank you to Shipyard Brewing Co., 
Ice Pik Vodka and all participating 
event locations for raising $1,345 at the 
3rd Annual Mini Masters event. 
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